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SEC. 3108. PERMITTING PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS TO ORDER POST-HOS-
PITAL EXTENDED CARE SERVICES. 

(a) ORDERING POST-HOSPITAL EXTENDED CARE SERVICES.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1814(a)(2) of the Social Security 

Act (42 U.S.C. 1395f(a)(2)), in the matter preceding subpara-
graph (A), is amended by striking ‘‘or clinical nurse specialist’’ 
and inserting ‘‘, a clinical nurse specialist, or a physician as-
sistant (as those terms are defined in section 1861(aa)(5))’’ 
after ‘‘nurse practitioner’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 1814(a) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395f(a)) is amended, in the second 
sentence, by striking ‘‘or clinical nurse specialist’’ and inserting 
‘‘clinical nurse specialist, or physician assistant’’ after ‘‘nurse 
practitioner,’’. 
(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by this section 

shall apply to items and services furnished on or after January 1, 
2011. 
SEC. 3109. EXEMPTION OF CERTAIN PHARMACIES FROM ACCREDITA-

TION REQUIREMENTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1834(a)(20) of the Social Security Act 

(42 U.S.C. 1395m(a)(20)), as added by section 154(b)(1)(A) of the 
Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act of 2008 
(Public Law 100–275), is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (F)(i)—
(A) by inserting ‘‘and subparagraph (G)’’ after ‘‘clause 

(ii)’’; and 
(B) by inserting ‘‘, except that the Secretary shall not 

require a pharmacy to have submitted to the Secretary 
such evidence of accreditation prior to January 1, 2011’’ 
before the semicolon at the end; and 
(2) by adding at the end the following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(G) APPLICATION OF ACCREDITATION REQUIREMENT TO 
CERTAIN PHARMACIES.—

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—With respect to items and serv-
ices furnished on or after January 1, 2011, in imple-
menting quality standards under this paragraph—

‘‘(I) subject to subclause (II), in applying such 
standards and the accreditation requirement of 
subparagraph (F)(i) with respect to pharmacies 
described in clause (ii) furnishing such items and 
services, such standards and accreditation re-
quirement shall not apply to such pharmacies; 
and 

‘‘(II) the Secretary may apply to such phar-
macies an alternative accreditation requirement 
established by the Secretary if the Secretary de-
termines such alternative accreditation require-
ment is more appropriate for such pharmacies. 
‘‘(ii) PHARMACIES DESCRIBED.—A pharmacy de-

scribed in this clause is a pharmacy that meets each 
of the following criteria: 

‘‘(I) The total billings by the pharmacy for 
such items and services under this title are less 
than 5 percent of total pharmacy sales, as deter-
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